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A letter from
our President...
The start of spring was officially this 
week and with it comes warmer weather 
and the best  couple of weeks in sports. 
Colliding at the same time is Opening day 
in baseball, the Masters, and NCAA “March 
Madness” basketball.  It is fun to watch as 
68 teams vie for the championship.  I think 
my UNC tarheels have a legit chance to 
bring the title home this year.  My bracket 
is already a mess, but still hoping my team 
makes it to Phoenix and the Final Four. 

March 2017 also marks my one-year 
anniversary at CAS.  It is hard to believe 
it has been a full year since I began this 
journey into the world of adoption.  Here 
are five reflections from my heart:

I.  God is good.  This year has been a 
constant reminder of God’s grace, love, 
and goodness in my life.  He is with me 
through the good and the tough times.  He 
sustains all of us, and His love never fails.  

II.   CAS is His agency.  This is God’s 
ministry.  It is my privilege to be a part of 
this ministry.  No matter how big or far 
CAS goes, it is because of God.  We serve 
an audience of “One”.  

III.  We have a great team.  This first year 
has had a lot of moving parts for sure.  The 
end result of all that shifting is an “all-
star” team of people who love the Lord 
and love this ministry.  I am thankful for 
each person and what they are doing to 
take CAS from good to great!

IV.  Adoption is the Gospel lived out.  
Ephesians 1 teaches that as Christ-
followers, we have been adopted by God 

as His children.  To 
apply that truth in 
the lives of children 
who are truly in need 
and are vulnerable 
is so rewarding.  
The heart of CAS is 
knowing that children 
will be exposed to 
the “Gospel” and 
hopefully receive 
God’s love in their life 
one day.  

V.  The future is bright.  The last 38 years is 
a testimony to God’s hand and protection 
of this ministry.  Over 2000 children have 
been placed with a Christian family.  Our 
rich history is a blessing, but what God is 
going to do in the future is exciting.  Only 
He knows what that exactly looks like, 
but I am thankful to be on board for what 
promises to be an unbelievable journey.

This spring will provide many 
opportunities for you to get involved 
at CAS.  As most of you know, we just 
held our annual benefit banquet here 
in Charlotte.  Our fundraising goal was 
$60,000.00 and we are very close and hope 
to reach it with a few more donations.  If 
you were unable to attend, you can still 
help us meet this by goal by visiting our 
website and clicking the Donate Now 
button for the banquet.  Speaking of our 
website, I hope you will visit our new and 
improved site that launched a few weeks 
ago.  We are excited about the new “look 
and feel” and believe it will help CAS 
engage potential families and birth moms 
who are exploring adoption.

We also have two spring picnics coming 
up for all of our families to attend.  The 

first one will be on April 28th in Salisbury 
at Dan Nicholas Park, and the second 
will be for our Eastern North Carolina 
families on May 20th at Pullen Park in 
Raleigh. Lunch will be provided and you 
can register for the picnics HERE on our 
website. I hope to see many of you at one 
of these great family events. 

Thanks again for your prayers and support 
of CAS.  Enjoy these great days of spring, 
because the summer heat will be here 
before we know it.  God bless!

In Christ,

Kevin Qualls

Kevin Qualls
CAS President

Kevin’s Speaking Schedule
April 30:   Destination Community Church, 
    Fuquay Varina, NC
May 21:     Momeyer Baptist Church, 
    Nashville, NC

Come hear Kevin as he speaks about 
adoption at the churches above--
he would love to see you there!  

If your church or group is interested in
having Kevin speak, please contact the
office at 704-847-0038, or e-mail Kevin,

 kevin@christianadopt.org.

Matching Forever Families for over 38 years! 
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The third annual CAS Benefit Banquet was held this past Friday night.  It was a great night of
celebrating the miracle of adoption and remembering that we are “Chosen”.  Deuteronomy 14:2 
tells us that “Out of all the people on the face of the earth, the Lord has CHOSEN you to be His 
treasured possession”.  Just as God has grafted those of us who trust Him into His forever family, 
adoption provides an earthly forever family to the vulnerable child.  We were blessed to hear and 

see two beautiful stories of adoption through Kelsey Morgan’s story as a birth-mom and the Waller 
family’s story of welcoming two precious children into their home. The praise band from

Metrolina Christian Academy led us in worship so beautifully, and certainly everyone in the room 
was touched by the message brought by our keynote speaker Beth Guckenberger.  Special thanks 

go to all who shared and participated.  But most importantly, thanks go to those of you who 
attended and those who gave donations to support the ministry of CAS.  Because of you, more 

children will find a loving Christian home this year and we are so very grateful.

~ Deut14:2

         Out of all the people on the face of the earth,
the Lord has CHOSEN you to be His treasured possession.
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     CAS is excited to announce the formation of a 
brand new scholarship fund to help families in the 
process of adoption.  On March 17th, at the
benefit banquet, CAS President Kevin Qualls,
presented a check in the amount of $30,000.00 
to CAS in honor of Jim and Doris Woodward.  
Jim and Doris founded the ministry in the state 
of Maine in 1979.  At that time, adoptions were 
focused on Doris’ home country of El Salvador.  
The agency moved to Matthews, NC in 1989 and has 
placed over 2,000 children with Christian families through the domestic and international programs.  
     “Doris and Jim have been such a huge blessing to this ministry over the years, and we felt like this 
scholarship fund would be a way to honor them and carry on their legacy for years to come,” said 
Qualls.  Details will be shared soon with families who are currently in the CAS program as to how 
they can apply for a grant from the Woodward fund.  If you would like to give directly to help
families adopt, you can give to the Woodward fund by calling the CAS office or visiting our website.

Legacy Fund Established 
to Honor CAS Founders 
Jim & Doris Woodward

Empowered To Connect, together with Show Hope and The Karyn Purvis Institute of Child 
Development at TCU, hosts the Empowered To Connect Conference - a two-day conference 
designed to help adoptive and foster parents, ministry leaders and professionals better 
understand how to connect with “children from hard places” in order to help them heal and 
become all that God desires for them to be.

The conference features David Cross, Mandy Howard, Daren Jones, Dan and Terri Coley,
Ryan and Kayla North, Casey Call, and Cindy Lee and is ideal for adoptive and foster parents, 
those considering adoption or foster care and those who are serving and supporting others, 
including social workers, agency professionals, church staff and ministry leaders, counselors, 
therapists and others.

Visit www.christianadopt.org to register

Friday, April 7th - Saturday, April 8th
10 am - 6 pm (both days)

CAS Office, Matthews
$25/per person

Founders Jim and Doris Woodward, center, accept a 
check for the Woodward Fund from Executive Director 

Laura Nichols-Vigilio and President Kevin Qualls.
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Our Spring Workshop for adoptive families 
is scheduled for April 22, 2017, at “Team 
Church” located at 2301 Stevens Mill Road, 
Matthews, NC 28104. The workshop will 
begin at 8:30am and will end by 5:00pm. 
     
We are thrilled to host Lori Holden, author 
of The Open-Hearted Way To Open
Adoption. Lori will present her training: 
From Fearful to Fearless: 3 Shifts That Will 
Make Adoptive Parenting Easier for You
& More Fulfilling for Your Child. Lori
will speak about what “open adoption” 

really means, and with 3 simple shifts, you’ll develop a new mindset to guide you in parenting your child 
toward a life of wholeness, of integration between his/her biology and biography. You’ll have tools to
develop healthy boundaries that let the good stuff in yet keep your family on its desired track. 

CAS strongly advocates for some level of openness and also understands that there are a lot of feelings 
that can transpire while navigating one’s adoption journey. From education, we are able to gain greater 
clarity, and because of this, we are opening the first half of this year’s Spring Workshop to all CAS
families. If you’re having trouble maintaining healthy boundaries, finding trouble navigating your open 
adoption, or feeling uncertain how to freely communicate with your child about their story, this
training is for you. For those interested in benefiting from this part of the workshop will be able to do
so at a reduced rate of $40 a couple, which will also include a light breakfast and a full lunch. 

Please note, the full training course is required for families who have not yet attended two CAS work-
shops. The cost of the full training is $80 per couple and also includes a light breakfast and a full lunch. 
Currently, there are a block of rooms reserved for CAS families at the Courtyard Marriott 11425 E Inde-
pendence BLVD Matthews, NC 28105. These discounted rooms will only be held until March 28, 2017, so 
if you’re planning to stay overnight, we encourage you to book as soon as possible and call 704-846-4466.

We ask that you please register for the workshop by April 15, 2017. 

http://www.christianadopt.org/spring-domestic-workshop

Eastern NC Golf Challenge
Friday, April 28th, 8:00 am
Belmont Golf Club, Rocky Mount, NC

Join us for our 2nd Annual Golf Challenge!
Registration is now open for players and spon-
sors...sign up today!

Adoption Informational Meeting



If you would like to receive our bi-monthly E-Newsletter,
go to our website, www.christianadopt.org, and look for the

“Sign Up for Our Newsletter” field and enter your e-mail address!

Join us for one of our CAS family picnics this 
spring! We will be hosting two picnics so your 

family can travel to the closest venue. 

On April 29th, we’ll meet at Dan Nicholas Park in 
Salisbury, and on May 20th, we’ll meet

at Pullen Park in Raleigh. We will eat lunch
together (food provided by CAS) and then your 

family can go enjoy the park and activities it has 
to offer. Visit our website HERE to find out more 

information and to register.

Join us for an informational meeting where you will be provided with an introduction to
our agency’s goals and mission. You will be given a clear understanding of what children
are available for adoption and the legal system that governs adoptive placements, as well 

as a discussion of the entire adoption process so that you will have a clear understanding of 
the criteria for adoptive parents and the step-by-step procedures that are followed in

an adoption. Suggestions will also be made to help make your adoption experience
a positive and memorable event. Go to christianadopt.org to register!
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We are so excited to be heading to 
Mexico in November for our first 
CAS mission trip and you can be a 
part of it too!  Last summer, CAS 
President Kevin Qualls, Board of 
Directors Vice-President Mike 
Briles, and staffer Lynsey Shepherd 
took part in a mission trip to
Mexico through Back2Back
Ministries. This year, CAS is
planning to again join up with 
Back2Back in Monterrey, Mexico, 
to minister to orphans and help in the orphanages. Many CAS staffers will be attending and we want to 
invite you to be a part of this amazing opportunity to make a difference for the kingdom of God.  

Please contact Kevin at kevin@christianadopt.org if you would like some more information.

M E X I C O
Mission Trip

Christian Adoption Services
624-100 Matthews-Mint Hill Road, Matthews, NC  28105
704-847-0038, www.christianadopt.org

Your Online Shopping...
can benefit adoption when you shop online!! 

Amazon Smile provides a way to support CAS every time you shop at no cost to you! 
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices,

vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com with the added 
bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to our agency. 
 If you currently have an Amazon account, you can search for Amazon Smile
in the product search box, and learn how to add Christian Adoption Services

to your profile so every purchase gives hope to waiting kids and families,
or read more about Amazon Smile here! 


