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A letter from
our President...
Dear CAS friends and families,

  I love Christmas!  This time 
of the year is so special and 
provides a great time for us all 
to reflect on what happened 
in Bethlehem over 2,000 years 
ago.  We all have much to 
be thankful for as God gave 
the greatest gift of all - Jesus 
Christ! 
 
As we near the end of 2016,
I find myself reflecting on 
where I was to 
begin the year and 
all God has taught 
me over the last
12 months.  Allow 
me a few moments 
to share - First, 
God has a plan for 
all of us and it may 
surprise us what 
He wants us to do.  
I never dreamed 
that God would 
take me away from pastoral ministry, 
but I am so thankful that He sees what 
is best in all of our lives, despite what 
we may think.  Second, it is a wonderful 
thing to be a part of a family.  The 
CAS family is broad, diverse, and 
very unique.  The common bond for 
our CAS family is Christ and our love 
to care for the vulnerable child.  The 
legacies that are being built and lives 
that have been changed for the last 
37 years are simply amazing to be a 

part of.  Thirdly, to see firsthand the 
blessings of God through the ministry 
of CAS.  This work is so rewarding 
and the passion that our team has to 
serve families and connect vulnerable 
children to them is a blessing. 
 
God is really moving in an amazing 
way through our ministry right now.  
We have tremendous momentum and 
are so thankful for your support and 
prayers for CAS.  As we move toward 
Christmas, one way you can support 
CAS is through the Angel Fund 
Christmas Card.  We sent out cards 
to everyone in the CAS family that we 
have a current address for and would 
love to have you consider giving to the 
ministry before the end of the year. 
 
I am also excited to announce that 
Laura Nichols-Virgilio has been named 
our new executive director.  Laura has 
been serving with CAS for the last two 
years and is excited to take on this new 
role as Walt Johnson concludes his 

role as interim executive director.  CAS 
has been blessed to have Walt serve 
the last eight months in this role and 
leading us through the accreditation 
processes.  Walt will now be stepping 
back into his former role as Home 
Study Supervisor.  Please keep Walt 
and Laura in your prayers as this 
transition is taking place in the month 
of December.
 
I hope all you have a Merry Christmas!  
I am looking forward to all God has in 
store for CAS in 2017!  God bless! 

In Christ,

Kevin Qualls

Kevin Qualls
CAS President

If your church or group is interested in
having Kevin speak, please contact the
office at 704-847-0038, or e-mail Kevin,

 kevin@christianadopt.org.
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 Collections for the Angel Christmas Fund are now underway. The holiday season is a great 
time to complete your year-end giving, and we are grateful for gifts received through this
campaign. Thanks to generous gifts received last year, 18 international children were brought 
home to forever families, 30 domestic children were blessed with a forever family, and 150 
expectant moms were served by CAS counselors statewide! Your gifts help us to fulfill our
mission of building God’s kingdom by connecting vulnerable children with Christian families.
To contribute to the Angel Christmas Fund, visit our web site at christianadopt.org.

It was pouring down rain outside, 
but it was all shiny smiles inside, 
as local online organizing company 
SignUpGenius blessed CAS with a 
generous donation of $10,000!  It 
was #GivingTuesday, a global day 
of giving, that is celebrated on the 
Tuesday following Thanksgiving 
and the shopping events Black
Friday and Cyber Monday. 
#GivingTuesday is a way to help 
all of us refocus on what is really 
important going into the holiday 
season. 
    SignUpGenius donated a
total of $40,000 -  $10,000 each to 
their four giving partners,
Christian Adoption Services, Brookstone Schools, Samaritan’s Purse and African Christians
Fellowship International. All of these non-profits focus on helping vulnerable children locally and 
around the world. The event was recorded on Facebook Live and can be found on the
SignUpGenius and CAS Facebook pages. 
    CEO Dan Rutledge and COO Angel Rutledge have partnered with CAS before, not only through 
prior donations, but as adoptive parents using our direct services. Angel also served as our
Humanitarian Aid Coordinator, leading our African Child Sponsorship program in Liberia and
spearheading mission trips to support several orphanages there. We are so thankful for their heart 
for orphans and are privileged to partner with them. Thank you SignUpGenius!

GENIUSLY
Generous Gift!
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CAS Staff Updates
Exciting changes are going on at CAS as we move into the agency’s 38th year!

New Executive Director Named
Our own Laura Nichols-Virgilio, who has worked at CAS since October 2014 in the 
international and domestic programs, has been named as the new Executive Director 
and started her new position effective December 1, 2016. Laura and her family
relocated to the Charlotte area in August 2014, moving from a town right outside 
New Jersey. Laura has a Bachelors in Social Work, and soon after earning her Masters 
in Social Work with a Concentration in Families and Children, she began a career 
in the mental health field. Laura and her husband, Mike, have four children...their 
eldest is 9 and their triplets just turned 8! After a few years as a stay-at-home mom, 
Laura returned to work in the field that inspired her interest in social work, adoption. 
Prior to moving to North Carolina, she worked for a New Jersey Adoption agency for 
three and a half years conducting home studies, post placement visits, and counsel-
ing birth parents. She is thrilled to be leading as the new Executive Director and is excited to see what God has 
planned for CAS as the agency moves toward the future.

New Director of Development Hired
Sonia Livingston has been hired in a new position for CAS, Director of 
Development, and she will be building relationships with supporters of our
organization. Sonia was born and raised in Alabama but has lived in Charlotte for 
over 20 years. A true southerner, she loves all things monogrammed, the Gulf Coast 
beaches, shopping, and Crimson Tide football. She and her husband Chris recently 
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary. Their son Zach is a sophomore at NC 
State University. Sonia graduated from the University of Montevallo with an
Accounting degree and, after a 20 year career in banking, felt the Lord’s call to
ministry.  She has served the past seven years as Director of Assimilation at First 
Baptist Charlotte where she developed relationships with guests and new church 
members. In her role at CAS, she looks forward to continuing to meet new people 
and developing relationships with those that feel led to support the miracle of adoption.

Laura Nichols-Virgilio
Executive Director

Sonia Livingston
Director of Development

   
Please visit our website, www.christianadopt.org, to get more details and to register.
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URGENT: 
USCIS Fee Changes to Adoption-Related Forms 
On December 23, 2016, new fees will go into effect for USCIS forms as a result of a final rule
published in the Federal Register on October 24, 2016.  The chart below highlights fee changes
that will impact adoption-related immigration forms. Applications and petitions postmarked or
filed on or after December 23, 2016, must include the new fees or USCIS will reject the filing.

What Fee to Pay
If you file before December 23, 2016, you should pay the old fee listed in the column titled “Old Fee” in the chart 
below. If you file on or after December 23, 2106, you must pay the new fee listed under the column “New Fee” 
in the chart below.

Form          New Fee ($) Old Fee ($)
Forms I-600/600A, Petition to Classify Orphan as an Immediate
Relative/Application for Advance Petition Processing of an Orphan Petition      775        720

Forms I-800/800A, Petition to Classify Convention Adoptee as an Immediate
Relative/Application for Determination of Suitability to Adopt a Child from a
Convention Country             775        720

Form I-800A, Supp. 3 Request for Action on Approved Form I-800A       385         360

Forms N-600/N-600K, Application for Certificate of Citizenship       1,170   600/550*

*The old fee for a Form N-600/N-600K differentiated between a biological child and for an adopted child. The new fee will not 
differentiate between Form N-600/N-600K applications filed for a biological child and those filed for an adopted child.

Adopted Children Who Do Not Automatically Receive a Certificate of Citizenship
Adopted children who enter the United States with an IR-2, IR-4 or IH-4 visa classification generally do not
automatically receive a Certificate of Citizenship and, therefore, adoptive parents must apply for one on behalf of 
the child.  If your adopted child does not qualify to automatically receive a Certificate of Citizenship upon being 
admitted to the United States, you may apply for one using the Form N-600/ N-600K once the child satisfies the 
eligibility requirements. 
Please note that we only began automatically issuing Certificates of Citizenship on Jan. 1, 2004.  If your child entered 
on an IR-3 visa before Jan. 1, 2004, he or she should file Form N-600 to obtain a Certificate of Citizenship.

USCIS Immigrant Fee
Children who enter the United States under the Orphan (Form I-600/A) or Hague (Form I-800/A) adoption
processes do not have to pay the $165 USCIS Immigrant Fee.

Biometric Services Fee
For Forms I-600/600A, I-800/800A, and Form I-800A Supplement 3, a biometric services fee of $85 may apply for 
each person in your household who is 18 years of age or older. See the relevant form instructions for additional 
details.

INFO PULLED From USCIS.gov
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O Christmas Tree,
O Christmas Tree
Christian Adoption Services was 
excited to once again display a 
Christmas Tree in the 8th Annual 
Festival of Trees at Novant Health 
Matthews Medical Center. This 
year’s tree is themed “All I Really 
Want for Christmas is a Family” 
and shares letters to Santa Claus 
from children wanting to become 
part of a Christian home. 
Information is also available at the 
tree for families interested in 
adopting and for birth moms need-
ing to place a child. The tree light-
ing ceremony took place on Thurs-
day night, November 17th and it 
was exciting to see many people 
stop by and read the letters, making them more aware of the need for families to open their hearts to
vulnerable children in our state and across the world. If you haven’t yet seen the CAS tree, stop by the
hospital at 1500 Matthews Township Parkway and take a look at the beautiful display of trees submitted
by local individuals, businesses, and organizations. The trees will be up through December 26th.

National Adoption 
Day Celebration

Six CAS families participated in 
National Adoption Day on Saturday, 
November 19, 2016 at the
Mecklenburg County Court House 
in Charlotte, NC. National Adoption 
Day is where adoptive families and 
friends come together to celebrate 
their adoption.  It was a day full
of celebration, photo taking,
information gathering, eating, and 
adoption recognition. 

CAS In the News...
CAS has been featured in several articles lately...

Christian Adoption Services Looks to Future ,
by Justin Vick, Matthews Mint Hill Weekly (from Making a Difference, 10 Non-Profits to Know article series)

Adoption - the Gift of a New Beginning,
by Milton A. Hollifield Jr., The Biblical Recorder
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If you would like to receive our bi-monthly E-Newsletter,
go to our website, www.christianadopt.org, and look for the

“Sign Up for Our Newsletter” field and enter your e-mail address!

ADVENTURES in ADOPTION

Your Christmas Shopping...
can benefit adoption when you shop online!!  Amazon Smile provides a way 
to support CAS every time you shop at no cost to you!  When you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com with the added bonus that 

Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to our agency.  If you 
currently have an Amazon account, you can search for Amazon Smile in the 
product search box, and learn how to add Christian Adoption Services to 
your profile so every purchase gives hope to waiting kids and families, or 

read more about Amazon Smile here! 


