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A letter from our 

Mexico Missions Trip with Back2Back Ministries
(L-R)	Mike	Briles,	Kevin	Qualls,	Emma	Qualls,

Rebekah	Briles,	and	Lynsey	Shepherd.

Dear CAS friends and 
families,
    I hope you and your 
family are having a great 
summer.		It	certainly	
flies by these days and 
school will be back in 
session in just a few 
weeks.		As	I	am	writing	
this article, I find myself 
sitting on an airplane 
leaving Monterrey, Mexico heading back to 
the	states.		This	last	week	has	provided	an	
amazing opportunity to represent CAS by 
caring for orphans in a children’s home in 
Mexico.	I	am	thankful	for	the	opportunity	
to have gone and to have shared it with my 
daughter Emma, CAS staff member Lynsey 
Shepherd, and CAS Board member Mike 
Briles	and	his	daughter.		This	trip	has	been	
so impactful and really has opened my eyes 
to the great need for all of us to love and 
meet	needs	for	the	vulnerable	child.		I	can	
not wait to share more about this trip in the 
future, but rest assured, CAS will be going 
back next summer and I would love for you 
to	consider	going	with	us.
    There are many activities coming up in 
the next two months for CAS that I want 
to	remind	you	of.		First,	we	have	the	CAS	
night in uptown Charlotte with the Knights 
baseball	team	on	August	16th.		I	am	so	
excited to share with our city who we are 
and to showcase the love of Christ for all 
with	over	100	of	you	in	attendance.		Our	
two	golf	tournaments	are	fast	approaching.		
Thanks to all those who have signed up for 
the tournament in Charlotte on September 
12th	and	Rocky	Mount	on	October	14th.		If	
you have not 
signed up yet, there is still plenty of time to 
do	so	and	show	your	support	(click	here).		
Our goal for both of these fundraisers is 
$25,000.00.		If	you	have	an	item	you	would	
like to donate for our silent auction, please 

contact Cassidy in the office as soon as 
possible.
     Don’t forget the Matthews Alive Labor 
Day	parade	on	Saturday,	September	3rd.		
I have heard wonderful things about this 
event.		I	am	excited	that	we	have	a	float	and	
a chance, once again, to bring awareness 
of	our	ministry	to	our	community.		Click	
here for more info on how you and your 
family can participate in this year’s parade 
with	CAS.		One	of	the	biggest	blessings	we	
experience each year is hosting the Birth 
Mom	Retreat.		This	year	it	will	be	at	the	
beach	at	Ft.	Caswell,	near	Wilmington,	on	
the	last	weekend	of	September.		Please	be	
in prayer for of the ladies who will be in 
attendance that weekend, and for the Spirit 
of	God	to	move	in	a	mighty	way.		Last	year	
we had eight salvations and I am praying 
God	does	the	same	this	year.	
     Lastly, I want to thank each of your for 
your	prayers	for	me	in	my	new	role	at	CAS.		
God is doing a mighty work in this ministry 
and	I	count	it	a	privilege	to	be	a	part	of	it.	
 I continue to find myself learning so much 
about this wonderful world of adoption 

and am thankful for the many 
relationships God has allowed 
me	to	build	with	you.		I	want	
to encourage each of you, if 
you ever need anything to 
please	contact	me.		This	is	
God’s ministry and I want to 
see Him take this ministry 
to	another	level.		For	that	to	
happen, we need a unified 
family	of	prayer	warriors.		
There is major spiritual 
warfare in what we believe 
as our mission to “Build 
His Kingdom by connecting 
vulnerable children with 
Christian	homes.”		Will	you	
commit to lift the staff team 
up in prayer all over the state 
as we serve the Lord day by 
day? 
    Have a great rest of the 
summer and stay centered in 
God’s	Word	as	He	uses	you	to	

make	a	difference	in	others	lives.
 
In Christ,

Kevin	Qualls
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A letter from our Interim Executive Director...

It is hard to believe that I have served as Interim Executive 
Director since April 1, 2016!  Where has the time gone? 
As most of you know, I had been serving as the agency’s As-
sistant Director for a while and was asked to take on the In-
terim Executive Director role when Jim Woodward retired.  
I can’t say I did not know what to expect, especially having 
been with the agency almost 15 years!  I will be serving in 
this role a few more months as the board, our President 
and I work on transitioning someone else into this role.  It 
has been a joy working so much more closely with the staff 
in the CAS office, and being able to get to know our board 
much better.  It has also been a privilege to work much closer with our clients, many of whom I have been 
able to talk with either by phone or in the office.  I have also enjoyed getting to know our President, Kevin 
Qualls, who is in a new role at CAS focusing on church and community relations (including regular “preach-
ing” opportunities to share the CAS story), grant writing, fundraising, board development, strategic planning, 
etc.  Much of my focus of late has been on preparing our agency for its biennial North Carolina licensing and 
every four year Hague accreditation efforts.  Both of these efforts are immensely time consuming, and I am 
so pleased at how staff have stepped up to help me with this.  It would not be possible to do so otherwise.  We 
have a great team at CAS, focused on our mission.  We are excited about the future, always focused on im-
proving services to our birth families and adoptive families.

Blessings,

Walt Johnson, Interim Executive Director

FUND YOUR ADOPTION SEMINAR

Thursday, August 11
6:30-8:30 pm 

CAS Office, Matthews

Come learn practical ways to raise the funds you need to adopt. This seminar is open to 
families in process for domestic or international adoption, or considering starting the process. 

Register online by Thursday, August 11 at noon for this FREE event!
Questions?  Contact jenica@christianadopt.org.
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Dear CAS family,

We would love for you to join Christian Adoption Services at one of our Golf Challenges:

Monday, September 12th at Cedarwood Country Club in Charlotte, NC
Friday, October 14 at Belmont Golf Club in Rocky Mount, NC

We want you to be a part of this special event for CAS that helps us achieve our mission to “build the 
Kingdom by connecting Christian families which vulnerable children”. It really doesn’t matter whether 
you golf or not, because the Golf Challenge is about supporting our mission and living out James 1:27 
by caring for orphans. I pray we can count on you to golf, volunteer, donate or sponsor.

The goal for this years Golf Challenge is to raise $25,000. This is a big challenge that will require many 
people and businesses who believe in the mission of CAS and the impact we are having here and all over 
the world.

Please prayerfully consider what role you can play in the year’s Golf Challenge.
Become a sponsor - There are several ways to sponsor. Show your support and spotlight your business. 
Join the businesses who have already committed their support.
Register a foursome - Enjoy a day at the golf tournament with three friends.
Register to golf - Enjoy a day at the golf tournament and be matched with other individual golfers.
Give a donation - Not a golfer? Or unavailable on the tournament dates? Then give a tax-deductible gift 
to CAS. Any gift is appreciated.
Make a gift-in-kind - Contribute items for tournament prizes or silent auction items; donate lunch for 
the golfers; donate water and soft drinks, snacks, etc.
Volunteer - contact cassidy@christianadopt.org for details. There are many ways to volunteer, please let 
us know if you would like to help.

The Golf Challenge offers a tremendous opportunity to support domestic and international adoption 
ministry and at the same time enjoying a great day of fun and fellowship. We hope to have more than 
100 golfers in attendance, so sign up now to reserve your spot!

Christian Adoption Services is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, making all contributions tax-
deductible.
The Fed ID# for CAS is 56-1683833.

August/September 2016
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Angelica’s Road to Becoming a “Brown”
 
In August of 2010, after months of prayers I decided to
listen to God’s call and began the process of international 
adoption.  I was led to Christian Adoption Services and as 
soon as I walked through the door I was in love with the staff 
and especially Jim.  I was given a mountain of paperwork to
fill out and two weeks after our first meeting Jim emailed
me a photo of a young girl that fit the criteria that I had
requested for a potential child.  That photo changed my life 
forever and the life of my family.  It was MY Angelica.  She was 
ready to be adopted and I had just begun the process.  With 
Labor Day weekend upon me I spent the entire weekend filling 
out paperwork and getting things lined up to get everything 
ready to begin the process.  I was in love with this beautiful 
child and knew that I would move mountains to bring her 
home.  That process took me one full year and though we 
had lots of ups and downs, the process was so worth it.  
I was surrounded with love by the staff at Gentle Hands 
and Charity became a sister that I will always hold dear.  
The young women that spent time with Angelica during 
her stay at Gentle Hands will forever be a part of our 
prayers.  Angelica is a feisty, spirited child and fit into our 
family immediately.  We have been blessed to have her 
home almost five years now and as she gets ready to
celebrate her 16th birthday, I cannot imagine a day
without her.  The top picture is prior to her adoption and 
the one below is of her now.  To say thank you does not 
begin to cover the gratitude that I feel for the wonderful 
care and love that we received from Christian Adoption 
Services.  You have truly blessed my family forever.

Love,

Debbie Brown 



5August/September 2016

Staff Profiles - 
Welcome Cassidy and Lynsey to the CAS Family!

Join us in welcoming our two newest staff members, Cassidy Cummings and Lynsey Shep-
herd!  Cassidy Cummings works full-time in the role of administrative assistant and Lynsey 
Shepherd works part-time as our Client Services Specialist.  Here’s a little more about 
them...

Cassidy has lived in Charlotte for one year, moving here from 
her hometown of Gastonia, NC.  She is finishing up her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Human Services at Gardner-Webb University, where she 
met her husband Matt. They just celebrated their one-year anni-
versary in July, and in their free time, Cassidy and Matt love trav-
eling to new places, visiting parks, and hiking.  Before working at 
CAS, Cassidy worked for four years as an administrative assistant/
worship leader at a church in South Carolina, where she continues 
to lead worship from time to time.  Cassidy enjoys CAS because “it 
is great to play a part, no matter how small, in the adoption stories of so many families 
and children.” 
  
Lynsey is originally from New York, but has lived in NC for most 
of her life.  She graduated in May from Liberty University online, 
earning a Psychology degree with a focus in Christian Counsel-
ing.  In addition to her work at CAS, Lynsey also works part-time at 
Team Church as their Preschool Ministries director.  Lynsey has a 
heart for missions, and recently returned from Mexico on a mission 
trip with Back2Back Ministries, staying and working in an orphan-
age in Monterey. This was Lynsey’s ninth mission trip, after six trips 
to Jamaica and two trips to Brazil where she served for a total 
of six months.  As the Client Services Specialist at CAS, Lynsey supports families in the 
beginning process of document completion in the steps to having a completed home 
study.  Lynsey looks forward to helping couples with the process of growing their families 
through adoption!
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Christian Adoption Services
624-100 Matthews-Mint Hill Road, Matthews, NC  28105
704-847-0038, www.christianadopt.org

If	you	would	like	to	receive	our	bi-monthly	E-Newsletter,
go	to	our	website,	www.christianadopt.org,	and	look	for	the

“Sign	Up	for	Our	Newsletter”	field	and	enter	your	e-mail	address!

ADVENTURES in ADOPTION

DID YOU KNOW...
that if you are a United Way donor or have an employee giving campaign at your work-
place, you can designate your funds to be directed to Christian Adoption Services? As a 
non-profit, Christian Adoption Services is thankful for such donations as it helps to bring 
awareness of our services and increase our coverage to expectant parents and adoptive 
families. Just be sure to designate CAS on your pledge card! (You may need to also in-
clude our contact information on the pledge card - Christian Adoption Services, 624-100 
Matthews-Mint Hill Rd, Matthews, NC 28105, 704-847-0038, www.christianadopt.org).

DID YOU KNOW...
that you can benefit adoption just by shopping online?!  Amazon Smile provides a way to 
support CAS every time you shop at no cost to you!  When you shop at smile.amazon.com, 
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience 
as Amazon.com with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 
price to our agency.  If you currently have an Amazon account, you can search for Am-
azon Smile in the product search box, and learn how to add Christian Adoption Services 
to your profile so every purchase gives hope to waiting kids and families, or read more 
about Amazon Smile here! 


